Planning Commission Minutes
April 02, 2026
Page 1 of 3

Planning
Commission

REGULAR MEETING
PLANNING COMMISSION
April 02, 2026

Present: Chairperson Dresel; Commissioners: Peterfeso, Weidell-Labathe, & Hawkinson.
Absent: Commissioner Trivette, Carlson, & Meyer

Staff: Associate Planner Nelson

Public: David and Katie Edin

1a. Roll Call

1b. Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Dresel proceeded to open the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

2. AGENDA

Chairperson Dresel asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda. Commissioner
Weidell-Labathe made a motion to approve the agenda; Commissioner Peterfeso seconded; allin
favor, all ayes; motion carried.

3. CONSENT AGENDA

3a. Minutes of March 05, 2025

Chairperson Dresel asked the commission if there were any changes or corrections to the minutes.
Commissioner Peterfeso made the motion to approve the minutes for March 5th, Commissioner
Hawkinson seconded, all in favor, all ayes, motion carried.

4. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

5. COMMUNICATION

The Chisago County Collaborative Initiative will hold its next meeting on Wednesday, April 22 at
6:00 PM at the North Branch High School Auditorium. For those interested in attending, the meeting
willinclude a discussion on post-secondary career trends in Chisago County. The agenda includes
three guest speakers presenting on this topic.

6. PUBLIC HEARING
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7. NEW BUSINESS

7a. 7a. Concept Review - 10670 Lincoln Street

Associate Planner Nelson stated that there is a request from property owners, David and Kate Edin,
for their property at 10670 Lincoln Street in Chisago City. The applicants are proposing to construct
a new 32-foot by 44-foot detached garage. The proposal includes removal of the existing detached
garage and replacement with a new structure. The subject property is approximately 17,550 square
feetin area. It is zoned Low-Medium Density Residential and is located within the Shoreland
Overlay District. Based on the information provided, the proposed structure appears to meet all
applicable setback requirements. The exterior materials are proposed to be consistent with those
of the primary structure, in compliance with City Code. However, per Zoning Chapter 4, Section
7.3(1)(1), impervious surface coverage for residential properties shall not exceed 25% of the total
lot area. The property currently exceeds this standard, with existing impervious surface coverage at
approximately 30.6%. Construction of the proposed detached garage would increase the total
impervious surface coverage to approximately 40%. The applicants are requesting discussion and
feedback from the Planning Commission regarding the proposal and the potential pursuit of a
variance from the impervious surface requirements. The action requested this eveningis a
discussion.

Mr. Edin addressed the Commission and stated that he is present this evening seeking guidance on
how to move forward. He explained that he has submitted a proposed plan, but nothing is setin
stone, and he is open to adjustments to help meet the requirements for a variance.

Mr. Edin stated that the existing garage is original to the home, dating back to the 1950s, and is
extremely narrow, making it difficult to fully open vehicle doors and rendering it nonfunctional for
their needs. He further explained that the home is built on a slab and does not have a basement or
storm shelter. A key component of the proposed projectis to incorporate a safe, accessible storm
shelter. Mr. Edin noted that accessibility is a major factor, as his son uses a wheelchair. He
emphasized the need for at-grade access to ensure his son can safely reach shelter during
emergencies and move freely around the property. He also stated that the proposed garage width
is intended to allow for full deployment of a minivan ramp inside the structure. Currently, they must
use the driveway during winter months, which creates issues with snow and ice affecting the
ramp’s functionality. Lastly, Mr. Edin shared that they are planning for future needs and would like
the space to eventually accommodate a modified RV so their son can continue to travel with them.
Mr. Edine concluded by stating they are open to feedback and suggestions to help refine the plan
and move forward.

The Planning Commission discussed the proposal and the associated increase in impervious
surface coverage. Commissioners acknowledged the applicant’s need for additional space,
particularly to accommodate a wheelchair-accessible household member. Mr. Edin stated that
accessibility and long-term family needs are primary factors in the design. Associate Planner
Nelson noted the existing garage is honconforming, and the proposed structure would meet
setback requirements. The Commission discussed potential options to reduce impervious surface,
including driveway modifications and the use of permeable materials. Concerns were noted
regarding durability, maintenance, and wheelchair accessibility. Staff indicated driveway
requirements may limit material options in certain areas. The possibility of reducing the garage size
was discussed; however, the applicant indicated the proposed dimensions are necessary to
accommodate an accessible vehicle, maneuverability, and a storm shelter.
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The Commission encouraged the applicant to explore feasible reductions in impervious surface
while maintaining functionality. The applicant agreed to revise the plan and return for further
review.

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

9. ADJOURN
Commissioner Weidell-Labathe made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Hawkinson seconded,

allin favor, all ayes, meeting was adjourned.

Respectively Submitted by:
Alisa Bodell
Deputy Clerk



