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REGULAR MEETING 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

March 05, 2026  
 
Present:  Commissioners: Meyer, Peterfeso, Carlson, Weidell-Labathe, and Hawkinson. 
Absent:    Chairperson Dresel  
Staff:      Associate Planner Nelson  
Public:      Randy Herreid, Jonathan Dodge  
          
1a.  Roll Call 
1b.  Pledge of Allegiance  
Acting Chairperson Weidell-Labathe proceeded to open the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.   
 
2. AGENDA 
Acting Chairperson Weidell-Labathe asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda. 
Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to approve the agenda; Commissioner Carlson seconded; 
all in favor, all ayes; motion carried.  
 
3. CONSENT AGENDA 
3a. Minutes of December 10, 2025          
Acting Chairperson Weidell-Labathe asked the commission if there were any changes or 
corrections to the minutes.  Commissioner Peterfeso made the motion to approve the minutes for 
December 10, Commissioner Carlson seconded, all in favor, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
4. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 
Commissioner Meyer gave an update on the council meetings over the past couple of months.  
Lake Martha Overlook: We had an extension request for a plat near the school. The developers 
weren’t ready to move forward yet, both good and a challenging situation.  
Skating Rink: The rink opened earlier than expected, which required us to reallocate funds to keep 
it operating. Overall, that’s a positive issue to have.  
Public Works Equipment: The department will be purchasing a new street sweeper, as the current 
one is aging and due for replacement.  
The Preserve at Birch Lake: Residents are experiencing septic system issues. We are considering 
connecting the area to city services and potentially annexing it into the city.  
Driver and Vehicle Services (DVS): The state has inquired about using council chambers for driver 
testing. They are currently operating in Lindstrom but are seeking a more permanent location.  
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Law Enforcement Facility: We are working with Lindstrom on options for a new police department 
building, either renovating their current city hall or constructing a new facility, possibly in Chisago 
City. 

 
5. COMMUNICATION 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 
6a. Preliminary Plat-Liberty Lane Shores II 
Associate Planner Nelson summarized the request from John Pechman on behalf of the Chisago 
City EDA to replat the Ki-CHI-Saga Plat from three industrial lots into a single lot of approximately 
20 acres. The property is zoned and guided Light Industrial, and the proposal is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning requirements. 
 
Plans for grading, drainage, and utilities have been submitted and are under review. A trail 
easement is proposed along the eastern edge in anticipation of future Karmel Avenue 
improvements. Applicable water, sewer, and park fees will be assessed at the time of building 
permit. Staff recommended approval of the preliminary plat, subject to standard conditions, 
including utility easements, resolution of staff and consultant comments, and compliance with city 
design standards. 
 
Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to open the public hearing; commissioner Trivette 
seconded; all in favor, all ayes, the public hearing was opened.  Chairperson Weidell-Labathe 
asked if there was any public comment. 
 
Jonathan Dodge, 29684 Karmel Avenue, spoke in support of the proposal. He noted he has been a 
neighbor to the property owner for approximately 10 years and described them as a good neighbor 
who has addressed concerns when raised. He expressed support for single-user industrial 
development rather than multiple smaller users. He requested consideration of low-impact, 
downcast lighting due to nearby residences. He also noted the potential economic benefit to the 
area and voiced overall support for the project. 
 
Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to close the public hearing; Commissioner Carlson 
seconded; all in favor, all ayes, the public hearing was closed.  
 
Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to approve the Preliminary Plat for Liberty Lane Shores II; 
Commissioner Carlson seconded; all in favor, all ayes, the motion was approved.  
 
6b. Final Plat- Liberty Lane Shores II 
Associate Planner Nelson summarized the request from John Pechman on behalf of the Chisago 
City EDA to replat the Ki-CHI-Saga Plat from three industrial lots into a single lot of approximately 
20 acres. The property is zoned and guided Light Industrial, and the proposal is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning requirements. 
 
Plans for grading, drainage, and utilities have been submitted and are under review. A trail 
easement is proposed along the eastern edge in anticipation of future Karmel Avenue 
improvements. Applicable water, sewer, and park fees will be assessed at the time of building 
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permit. Staff recommended approval of the preliminary plat, subject to standard conditions, 
including utility easements, resolution of staff and consultant comments, and compliance with city 
design standards. 
 
Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to open the public hearing; commissioner Carlson 
seconded; all in favor, all ayes, the public hearing was opened.  Chairperson Weidell-Labathe 
asked of there was any public comment, hearing none; Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to 
close the public hearing; Commissioner Carlson seconded; all in favor, all ayes the public hearing 
was closed. 
 
Commissioner Weidell-Labathe made a motion to approve the Final Plat for Liberty Lane Shores II; 
Commissioner Peterfeso seconded; all in favor, all ayes, the motion was approved. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
7a. Zoning Review of Proposed Land Sale-EDA 
The Commission briefly discussed the item. A motion was made by Weidell -Labathe to approve 
the zoning review of the proposed land sale by the EDA; Commissioner Carlson seconded; all in 
favor, all ayes motion was approved.   
 
7b. Kendall Howard Design Review 
Associate Planner Nelson presented a design review request for an approximately 227,000 square 
foot new building for manufacturing and warehousing on property zoned Light Industrial, currently 
the Ki-Chi-Saga Plat but proposed to be replated as Liberty Lane Shores II. The proposal meets 
zoning, parking, and architectural requirements. Landscaping plans exceed minimum standards, 
and grading and utility plans are under review. A lighting plan has not yet been submitted but will be 
required prior to installation. 
 
Commission discussion included a request to add submission of a lighting plan as a condition of 
approval. The applicant indicated lighting would be consistent with existing downcast, low-impact 
lighting and noted buffering and setbacks to minimize impacts to nearby residential properties. 
Questions were also raised regarding potential connections between buildings; no immediate 
plans for such connections were proposed. 
 
Commissioner Carlson made a motion to approve the design review with staff-recommended 
conditions, including submission of a lighting plan; Commissioner Trivette seconded, all in favor, 
all ayes, motion was approved.  
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. ADJOURN 
Commissioner Peterfeso made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Hawkinson seconded, all in 
favor, all ayes, meeting was adjourned.  
 
Respectively Submitted by:  
Alisa Bodell 
Deputy Clerk 


